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with food growing for all. I wonder how many people are fed by our 

farmers? 

      It is now time to begin our church planning for fall of 2017 and the 

entire year of 2018. I will be working on this through August for re-

view by the Cluster Council and the vestries for their input. Sugges-

tions are welcome. The first year in the Cluster has been a learning year 

for me. Ministering in rural areas has been a new experience. I have 

also learned the traditions of each parish which helps me navigate in 

each parish. I am still amazed at the outreach ministries of each parish 

and those which are shared.  The backback project is a real winner; Iôm 

so glad both parishes combined to undertake that ministry. Itôs great to 

see groups of people share a ministry.         

     Bishop Breidenthal announced a long-term project called the Exo-

dus Project. We are at a time as a church and a culture when questions 

raised in the Book of Exodus are prominent. Beginning August 27, 

2017 and running to April 7, 2018 Bishop Breidenthal has invited eve-

ryone in the diocese to read the Book of Exodus together. Go to adso-

BigRead.org for a listing of information that can be used for our par-

ticipation in this project. I believe this will be a fun and fulfilling pro-

ject for all as we open the Book of Exodus and its relationship for us in 

2017-2018.  

     I would like to schedule training for home/hospital visitors some-

time in September. Lay ministers would visit and bring Holy Commun-

ion to parishioners who are homebound or in the hospital.  If you are 

interested please contact me for more information. This is a necessary 

ministry and I look forward to your response.  May 

God bless you and keep you in the palm of His hand. 

Father Don Duford 
Home phone  937-738-2216 
Cell phone  248-227-9725 

frduford@yahoo.com 

     As we say goodbye to July, 

we welcome August. Summer is 

that wonderful time of year. Sun-

shine warms our hearts and souls. 

Being outdoors seems to light up 

our spirits and give us energy. I 

welcomed the beautiful sunsets 

we have experienced since mov-

ing here. There is so much green 

to see, the farmersô fields are 

green with corn and soybeans 

everywhere. I love the drive from 

Marysville to Mechanicsburg to 

Urbana. Looking at the fields I 

see the womb of the earth filled  
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Endings and beginnings 
     Andrew Fansler and Mackenzie McGill,  

2017 high school graduates, will soon begin  

further preparation for service in their chosen  

fields.  Recently, each graduate received a  

plaque from Epiphany bearing the words of  

the Apostle Paul, ñI can do all things through  

Christ who strengthens meò (Philippians, 

4:13). 

     May they remind not only of Godôs help,  

but of the loving church family of which they 

will always be a part. 

Doing nicely, thank you 
          Lyndsey Merrimanôs tumble caused two fractures in her left leg, but she is home and healing from the 

breaks and the insertion of a reinforcing rod.  Forecast is for full recovery.  She is ever in our prayers and we 

hope she will soon be upright and among us again. 

     Aaron Callicoat of Our Saviour left the hospital July 18 and has made great strides in his recovery.  He has 

experienced a mild form of one of the potential side effects---muscle weakness on the right side.  He has about 

twenty percent of normal strength in his right arm and the right leg is braced for stability.  He has begun ther-

apy and his mother Robyn reports that he attended the Clark County Fair for a short time!  Ever-cautious, 

Robyn walked close behind him, but he strolled along without assistance.  What remarkable spirit!  Our 

prayers continue for Aaron and his family to achieve full recovery.  Never a doubt.  

John and Nancy Wyant came to town for the reunion 

of Johnôs UHS Class of 1962. They worshiped with us 

that Sunday and gave us a quick recap of their lives 

in the interim. Theyôve been world travelers but  now 

are retired in Quinlan, Texas. Larry  Headlee, Class 

of 1966, remembers John as a football star, jersey 

number 42!  

Exodus is still relevant 
     In the July Connections, Bishop Breidenthal sug-

gests a Diocesan-wide re-reading of the book of 

Exodus in light of one of its major themes---change, 

personal and communal---that he feels is especially 

relevant at this time. Change is constant and history 

has shown the capacity of life forms to adapt.  How-

ever, the frenzied pace of change and new ñnormalsò 

are disturbing.   

     Exodus ñBig Readò will launch August 27---

readings will appear in the lectionary and clergy are 

asked to preach on Exodus that day. Suggested sup-

plementary texts are: Exodus and Leviticus for Eve-

ryone by John Goldingay; Exodus: An Interpretation 

by Terrance Fretheim; Exodus by Carol Meyers and 

Another Kingdom by Peter Block, Walter Bruegge-

mann and John McKnight. A calendar of daily read-

ings is available on the diocesan website.  



     Itôs unlikely the Church of the Epiphany ever hosted a 

musical event quite like the July recital. In one evening, 

Mackenzie McGill performed fine music in four different 

disciplines. And did it artfully with poise and grace.   

     The full and varied program was unique for another rea-

son.  It was bound together by love. Program notes ex-

plained, but they neednôt have. It was written on every face, 

in every nuance of sight and sound, and in hands applauding 

and reaching out to embrace.       

     Itôs all been a labor of love. Love of music, of learning, 

of family, of opportunity. Love fueled her discipline and 

determination and tireless hours of practice. She absorbed 

strength and character from Mother Meredith and Grand-

parents Gary and Janet, extended family, insightful, patient 

teachers, Cluster Family and many whom we do not know.  

     Now she will continue her pursuit of academic and musi-

cal training at Capital University; new turf, but the same 

Mackenzie. And, wherever music takes her, she will never 

be far from home. 
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Recital review 

Duetists Mackenzie, right,  and Tiffany  

Montgomery  

Mackenzie had gifts for teachers Marianne 

Antram, left, and Jacquelyn Howell. 

Above, reception hostesses Cindy Heffner, left, and 

her mother, Barb Renkert, of Epiphany. Right, 

Marianne Antram, flute/piano teacher, welcomes 

Prof. Belle, flute instructor at Capital University. 



     Diane Kremerôs moving solo, ñI Walked Today Where Jesus Walked,ò could well be the theme of a late 

July Cluster Sunday service and work session at Epiphany.  Congregants from Our Saviour joined those of 

Epiphany for worship, a bountiful brunch and to prepare more backpacks for Champaign County children 

headed for foster care. 

     Jesusôs compassion for the young and overlooked---the misunderstood, the neglected, the homeless and un-

protected---inspires and guides this endeavor. Cynthia Heffner coordinates this unique outreach for which an-

other 30 backpacks were filled on Sunday.  

     The day was made extra special by the celebration of Gladys Spencerôs birthday.  She was wished many 

happy returns and serenaded by the traditional birthday song.  

     The quilts themselves are a Christian story, added to the backpack saga by Mary Neal Miller and her fam-

ily. They discovered ñMy Very Own Blanket Store,ò in Westerville.  Some of its inventory is provided by the 

incarcerated at Marysville Reformatory.  Women there assemble the six-inch squares into mini-quilts and the 

blanket store makes them available to the public. Each product carries the label, ñMy very own blanket,ò a real 

treasure for a child who has left everything familiar. 

     Mary Neal makes the round trip to Westerville to secure the blankets each time and we are so grateful to 

her. Jesus covered many miles in his earthly mission, addressing need where he found it. In our lifeôs journey, 

may we follow Jesus in his ministry to the neglected, the misunderstood, the unprotected.       

Delight in his will, walk in his ways 
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            Elizabeth Risen, left, and Amy Boeck helped fill the bags.                   It was Gladys Spencerôs birthday! 


